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Tell your friends and

Two New CASA Volunteers Sworn In

Ocmulgee CASA swore
in two new volunteers
on March 30, 2017.
Melissa Ross and Terri
Weaver will join you as
the voice of abused
and neglected children
in the Ocmulgee Judi-
cial Circuit. Pictured
with Juvenile Court
Judge Phil Spivey are
(L-R): Melissa and
Terri. Welcome,
ladies!
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with Chalus and re-
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“ T h e yzatéon, eithtsdme

family:

New Volunteer Training
begins in early August at
the CASA Office,
100 S. ABC Street
Milledgeville

Please call us at
478-452-9170 or visit
ocmulgeecasa.org
for details.
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FTC Lunch & 1earn Held May 2

The Family Treatment F
Court's (FTC)
Court Coordinator, and k
Keyuna Redding, case
manager, were the guest
speakers at a recent Lunch
& Learn for Ocmulgee
CASAs. Everyone enjoyed
learning more about the
FTC and how participants
are screened for the pro-
gram. We plan to hold
Inofeoffthese events in the
future, so stay tuned!




PAGE 3

MAY/JUNE 2017

Georgia CASA Conference, April 22

Ocmulgee CASA was g :

well represented at
the Georgia CASA
Conference in Stone
Mountain on April
22. We enjoyed mo-
tivational speakers
and learning more
about our advocacy
work with abused
and neglected chil-
dren. Pictured (L-R):
Maggie Milner,
Kathy Martin, Lori
Muggridge, Gwen
Foster, Wanda
Zvanut, Frances
Brooks and Dana Lowe.
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e Amazon Smiles Benefits Ocmulgee CASA

0
X You shop. Amazon gives.

Cm,&mﬁ Spsﬁd‘ * Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to
FOR CHILDREN . . . . .
the charitable organization of your choice. Go to www.smile.amazon.com and
OCMULGEE COURT APPOINTED
SPECIAL ADVOCATES select Ocmulgee Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) as your organiza-
100 South ABC Street tion, and we will receive this donation each time you shop.
PO Box 1586

Milledgeville, GA 31059 * Bookmark smile.amazon.com  and use it each time you need Amazon. It is
the same Amazon you know (products, prices, and service).

Phone: 478-452-9170 _ _
Fax: 478-452-0592 Volunteer Spotlight: Toni Wells

E-mail:

Dana EIOWS dwink Working in the Transportation Department with Jones
ocasadi@baldwin. 12'ga'usCounty Schools, CASA volunteer Toni Wells  is around chil-
Maggie Milner
ocasamm@baldwin.k12.ga geen all day, but an experience with her daughter (who was

Lori Muggridge on drugs) lead her to a personal understanding of children in
ocasalm@baldwin.k12.ga.Ugcter care.

E(I:aalggeggl;zlldwm k12.ga. us became a CASA because of the multitude of children left in

the drug jungle is disheartening. The mothers, who have
abused drugs, leave these little people to fend for themselves,
which is unfair. These innocent children need a positive influ- #
ence in their lives to help them have stability, better health
and growth for a healthier mind, body and soul. I have a % .
daughter that was a drug user for many years. She had 3 chil- L a

Ocmulgee CASA dren that went through foster care, then I adopted them. They are all grown now and

i doing exceptionally well in their careers and daily living . I am so proud of them and

Board of Directors what they have accomplished. If I can make a difference in one or several children's lives

MiltonAppIing for a better |ife, then | know that these ¢
Diane Brooks %% _ _
One of Toni’'s most memorable cases started i
Curt Flou rnoy young boys, when they were taken from her. The boys were in such disarray and living
James Goforth like wild animals. Just imagine two little boys, ages 3 and 5, taking care of themselves in
Daniel Hath away the most worst conditions that you can imagine. As time went on, the mother was even-
. tually incarcerated, and the children were placed in foster care. Now mom has her two
Justin Jones boys back and is doing fantastic. The boys are excelling in school, speaking fluently, she
Linda Zarkows ky works and is so heartbroken about what she put her babies through. She tells them every
day how much she loves them and they tell her how much they love her. I couldn't be
more proud of this mom. The entire family is doing so well. We still keep in touch to this

day,” she says.
Toni finds CASA rewarding because she can talk with these mothers so they can compre-
hend, if possible, what they are doing to th

dren's lives for a better life is important. I can feel these children's angry emotions and

lack of trust with people because of what my grandchildren went through. I am so fortu-

nate to have been there for them. I find it rewarding to know that there are families that

are willing to help these unfortunate childr
adds.

In her spare time, Toni enjoys family, reading, TV, outdoor activities, traveling, brain

games and eating. Thank you, Toni, for your advocacy. You are appreciated!



