
Welcome to the CASA 
team, ladies!  We look 
forward to working 
with you. 

Three new CASA vol-
unteers were sworn in 
on March 16, 2017.  
Pictured behind Judge 

Phil Spivey are (L-R):  
Frances Brooks, 
Julie Lewis and 
Janice Lam.          
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CASA Connection 

Tell your friends and 

family: 

 

New Volunteer Training 

begins the beginning of 

May at the CASA Office, 

100 S. ABC Street 

Milledgeville 

 

Please call us at  

478-452-9170 or visit 

ocmulgeecasa.org  

for details. 
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Executive Director’s Message  

Helping Your 
CASA Child in 
School 

For so many children, 

school is a place of 

learning, laughter, and 

a place to make friends 

and form relation-

ships. Not so for chil-

dren in foster care. It 

is a very difficult place, 

where academic failure 

and behavior problems 

are the norm. 

For your child from 

foster care to truly 

have a chance to suc-

ceed, you can blaze a 

path as an advocate, 

fighting for your 

child’s every chance. 

Most likely, you will be 

the only one fighting 

for your child, as the 

caseworker and 

teacher are over-

whelmed with all they 

have to do. Therefore, 

it is often up to you. 

You need to become as 

involved as possible. 

The more active 

CASAs are in the 

child’s academic pro-

gress, the more likely 

children will succeed. 

Here are some tips to 

help your child from 

foster care succeed in 

school. 

 Keep in Contact. 

Reach out to school 

employees and form a 

positive working rela-

tionship with them. 

Let school counselors, 

teachers and adminis-   

Continued on page 2 



Director’s Message, cont. 

trators know that they can 

always call or email you if 

needed. Also obtain contact 

information from your 

child’s teachers. Attempt to 

remain in contact with 

them. Use all forms and 

means of communication. 

Through text messages, 

email, cell phones, Face-

book, Twitter, and other 

social media platforms, 

there are numerous ways to 

reach out to teachers and 

school employees. It is es-

sential that you remain up 

to date with your child’s 

progress, both with aca-

demics and behavior. 

Update Teachers 

You can request regular 

behavior updates from the 

child’s school, but also  

provide such information 

to the school as well. If 

your foster child is having a 

particularly difficult time at 

home, let the teachers and 

counselors know, allowing 

these educators to be pre-

pared and equipped to 

handle any difficulties that 

might come their way.  

 

Keep Up with Academic 

Progress 

School work will likely not 

come easy. Foster children, 

in general, tend to perform 

below level in regard to 

both academic perform-

ance and positive behavior. 

Most children in foster care 

are behind in math and 

reading skills. It is impor-

tant that the child’s teach-

ers set realistic goals for 

the child. Find out where 

the child’s learning ability 

and level of knowledge is. 

Talk to your child’s teach-

ers about his/her abilities 

and if any accommodations 

need to be made. You 

should encourage your 

child to set goals and ex-

pectations, and celebrate 

every success, no matter 

how big or small they may 

be.  

 

Be Involved 

You can help your CASA 

child in his development by 

encouraging him/her to 

participate in activities out-

side of the classroom. 

Many schools have extra-

curricular organizations 

and activities with various 

school sports, music, and 

clubs. Along with this, 

community sports and or-

ganizations also allow kids 

the opportunity to not only 

participate and develop 

these skills, but to learn 

new skills, develop talents 

and to exercise. 

 

Be Ready 

It can to be tough for your 

child. A child in foster care 

often has a very hard time 

exhibiting proper school 

behavior during the school 

day, as school is simply a 

constant reminder that 

they are, indeed, foster 

children without a true 

home. The continuous re-

minder that peers are liv-

ing with biological family 

members, while they are 

not, is a difficult reality for 

them and can be mani-

fested in several ways. 

Some foster children sim-

ply withdraw and become 

antisocial in an attempt to 

escape their current envi-

ronment. Others may lash 

out in violent behavior. 
 

Understand This Is 

Probably Not Fun  

School is the last place your 

foster child wants to be. He 

wants to go back to his 

home, his family, and is 

simply trying to survive 

each day. Foster children 

often have a difficult time 

exhibiting proper school 

behavior during the school 

day. For many foster chil-

dren, violent behavior be-

comes the norm, as they 

not only act out in a nega-

tive and disruptive fashion 

in school, but in their foster 

home as well. This can 

prompt yet another move 

to a new foster home and 

another school. 

Your CASA child is de-

pending on you to help 

him, not just in your home, 

but at school, as well. Quite 

simply, if you don’t help 

him succeed, who will? 
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Facts do 

not cease 

to exist 

because 

they are 

ignored.  

~ Aldous 

Huxley   



At the recent 

Georgia 

CASA Day at 

the Capitol, 

Ocmulgee 

CASA staff 

met with 

Rep.  Rick 

Williams 

(right) and 

James 

(Bubber) Epps.  

 

CASA staff from all 

over Georgia at-

tended this special 

day to discuss 

CASA’s advocacy 

and the budget re-

quest from the state. 

Georgia CASA Day at the Capitol, February 7, 2017 
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Your day 

will go the 

way the 

corners of 

your mouth 

turn. 

~ Anonymous 



CASA volunteer Pat Wolf’s career experiences have 

uniquely prepared her for child advocacy.  She has a B.S. 

in criminology, a Masters in Social Work, and a Special-

ist in Educational Leadership.  In her 19th year with 

GNETS of Oconee, Wolf serves as director of a program 

for children with severe emotional and behavioral chal-

lenges.  Prior to her work with GNETS, she worked as a 

therapist and behavior specialist.  

“I became interested in CASA when Sharon Byner (a 

current CASA) came to our school to talk with one of her 

CASA children, and we had a long conversation.  She 

told me about what it meant and how much she loved 

being a volunteer. Shortly after that, my friend, Linda 

Stewart, talked about attending the CASA train-

ing.  Hearing the stories from each CASA and how they 

have impacted the lives of so many children was so im-

pressive. These amazing, smart, caring individuals gave so freely of their time to make a 

difference for children. It meant a lot to hear first hand how passionate they were about 

their work with kids,” she says. 

Wolf says the most rewarding part about being a CASA is being able to see first-hand what a 

loving, stable, caring family can do to make such a difference in children’s lives. “I love being 

able to help children in need be with the family that cares for and honors them so that they 

can grow up feeling safe and loved.” 

The family that Wolf is working with currently has really established a healthy, loving 

home for three of her CASA children, and she is so proud to be a part of that process.  “I 

know they are in a good place, and I have seen the commitment and dedication that the 

family has to these children.  One of the children had pretty significant emotional issues 

initially, but was just named Student of the Month for his school! They have all made 

progress, and I am so excited that we are working towards a permanent placement for 

them,” Wolf adds. 

Wolf is a proud single mom to Erin (21), Abby (19), and Ryan (18). Erin and Abby were 

both Valedictorians of their senior class and are both students at UGA. Erin will gradu-

ate as a Child Life Specialist this year.  Ryan is an artist and dancer, hoping to get into 

the Savannah School of Art and Design.  

In her spare time, Wolfe takes Zumba classes, which has been a huge stress reliever at 

the end of a long day.  She also loves to paint, do arts and crafts, read, and be outside.   

Thanks, Pat, for all you do for children in our circuit! 

Volunteer Spotlight: Pat Wolf   

 

Phone: 478-452-9170 
Fax: 478-452-0592 
E-mail: 
Dana Lowe 
ocasadl@baldwin.k12.ga.us 
Maggie Milner 
ocasamm@baldwin.k12.ga.us 
Lori Muggridge 
ocasalm@baldwin.k12.ga.us 
Elaine Odom 
ocasaeo@baldwin.k12.ga.us 
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100 South ABC Street 
PO Box 1586 
Milledgeville, GA 31059 

Amazon Smiles Benefits Ocmulgee CASA 
You shop. Amazon gives. 

* Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to 

the charitable organization of your choice. Go to www.smile.amazon.com and 

select Ocmulgee Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) as your organiza-

tion, and we will receive this donation each time you shop.   

* Bookmark smile.amazon.com and use it each time you need Amazon.  It is 

the same Amazon you know (products, prices, and service). 


