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Wanda Zvanut's Education Advocacy Message

Educational
Stability

Stability, defined as
‘permanence, constancy,
steadiness,’ is not a fac-
tor always afforded chil-
dren in foster care. The
mere fact a child is living
apart from their primary
caretakers, indicates an
unstable life. Events
leading to state custody
are stories of family dis-
cord and change.
Federal and Georgia
laws recognize that fos-
ter children’s relocations
create instability. Spe-
cific mandates define
ways to foster stability,
including educational
stability.

CASA volunteers provide
essential support for fos-
ter children, including
academic. Of everyone
involved with a child’s
placement, CASA’s most
provide stability. Fre-
quently a child’s CASA is
the consistent face
throughout their foster
care placement. Know-
ing the child’s educa-
tional legal rights en-
ables the CASA to effi-
ciently coordinate with
DFCS, the legal team,
and local education
agency.

Other than a right to a
free education, an initial
issue is “state welfare
agencies are required to
coordinate with local
education agencies to

ensure that children re-
main in the school they
are enrolled in at the
time of placement into
foster care unless that
would not be in the
child’s best interest” (GA
HB 1085 enacted 2010).
When a child is placed
into foster care, s/he has
a legal right to remain in
the original school.
Transportation is pro-
vided if the child is out
of school zone. CASA
may work with the case
worker and school to
facilitate continued at-
tendance. Note the
clause ‘unless that would
not be in the child’s best
interest.” Consider that
placements may be a
great distance from the
original school. Of
course, remaining in the
original school would no
longer be in the child’s
best interest.

Another right is unfamil-
iar, even to school staff.
“Children in foster care
shall be immediately en-
rolled in school with full
participation in all
school activities, even if
proper documentation
cannot be provided at
the time of enroll-

ment” (Ga. Comp. R. &
Regs. R. 160-5-1-28).
Children in foster care
often change place-
ments. If school registra-
tion is delayed until pa-
perwork is received, our
children may miss multi-
ple days with each move.

Absences negatively im-
pact their academic pro-
gress. Immediate enroll-
ment provides the foster
child continued educa-
tion without missing
school. Again, many
school staff members are
not familiar with this
law. The child’s CASA
may be instrumental in
having the foster child
immediately begin in the
new school.

There are other educa-
tional stability laws ad-
dressing school ex-
penses, college funding,
transition plans, and
such. Each child’s CASA
is a critical partner to
educational stability. As
the CASA Education Ad-
vocate, I am available to
answer questions, re-
search academic topics,
discuss your child’s edu-
cational progress, ex-
plain school procedures,
especially Individual
Education Programs
(IEP) and 504 Plans,
and attend school meet-
ings with you. Please let
me assist you as you
serve our children.
Remember to complete
the educational infor-
mation about your fos-
ter child(ren) even if
there are no academic
problems. The form was
emailed, and I am creat-

ing a database. Contact
me for another form, if
needed, or questions.
ocasawz@baldwin.ki2.g
a.us
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Bash at The Briarpatch, March 24th, Raises §4,200!
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Everything
you ever
wanted is
on the other

side of fear.

- George Addair

Save the date —

Next year’s Bash at The
Briarpatch is Saturday, March
23, 2019. Mark your calendar!
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Amazon Smiles Benefits Ocmunlgee CASA

* Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to
the charitable organization of your choice. Go to www.smile.amazon.com and
select Ocmulgee Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) as your organiza-
tion, and we will receive this donation each time you shop.

* Bookmark smile.amazon.com and use it each time you need Amazon. It is
the same Amazon you know (products, prices, and service).

Volunteer Spotlight: Kathy Rainey

Kathy Rainey was a stay-at-home Mom, but
during those years she worked as a paraprofes-
sional and substitute teacher in the Fayette
County, GA school system. Through these jobs,
Kathy witnessed how problems at home af-
fected children mentally, physically and emo-
tionally. She saw the struggles they had with
their school work and their self esteem.
About 20+ years ago, Kathy saw a Dr Phil epi-
sode about CASA. While it lingered in the back
of her mind, it wasn’t until a little over two
years ago that she acted to finding out more. “I
learned my circuit had a wonderful CASA office, and I joined the first upcoming
class available. It was during these classes that I realized how special and impor-
tant being a CASA was and how I’d found something missing in my own
life. Although we are volunteers, I take my position as a CASA seriously and
know that we are providing a very important service for the children we serve
and to the foster care system in general. I've seen scared, angry, frightened, hurt
and abused children become better students, happy children, and trusting, lov-
ing individuals as they navigate through a process about which they have no un-

derstanding,” she says.

Kathy has 3 adult children and their spouses and 6 grandchildren, and through
marriage has gained 4 more wonderful children, their spouses and 5 grandchil-
dren. When Kathy moved to Eatonton 6 years ago, she ran into an old family
friend (Mike), and they have been married now for 5 years. Mike and Kathy live
at Briarpatch Farm where he raises dairy replacement Holsteins and Angus beef
cows. “We also have fundraising events in our barn, mostly benefiting child and
youth-related groups such as Fellowship of Christian Athletes, First Call Preg-
nancy Center, Atlas Ministries, an autistic camp for children, childhood cancer,
church youth groups, and recently a fundraiser for our Ocmulgee CASA (Bash at
The Briarpatch). When away from the farm, we enjoy spending time with our
family, antiquing, the beach, lake life, doing “fixer-upper” projects, and any
place we end up in our RV. We enjoy meeting new people, our two mini Austra-
lian Shepherds and serving our community and church,” Kathy adds.

Thanks for all you do, Kathy. We appreciate you!



